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Ensure that all European
Women have Access to
Accurate Information and
Quality Screening, Diagnosis
and Treatment
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Today’s Priorities

Implementation of Breast Cancer Resolutions and
“European Guidelines for quality assurance in breast
cancer screening and diagnosis” 4° edition, especially:

- Screening according to European
Mammography Screening Guidelines

-Specialist Breast Units according to EU Guidelines
Accreditation Guidelines for breast units

National breast cancer registries
Advancement of Research

Prevention: Breast Health Day
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Issues Advocates Face

» Vastly different health systems
»Huge variations region to region

» Few have standards/specialised breast
service requirements

> Closed medical establishment




What Women Want

> How to obtain the best treatment
» Accurate, up to date Information

» Where to go to get the best treatment

» Must be provided by nat. health sysf'/




Moving Toward Implementation

» Code against Cancer 2003
» Council recommendation on Screening

» European Parliament Resolutions on Breast Cancer
2003 AND 2006: _
;

Screening every 2 years for women 50-69 /

Establishment of a network of certified
multidisciplinafy breast centres
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EU Guidelines 4th Edition 2006

»Outline best practice
> Set standards

> Give unbiased
information
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EUROPA DONNA'’S Role

» Lobbying: Parliament meetings, exhibitions,
information sessions

» Education: ED Pan European conference,
advocacy training courses, EBCC, Nat. Rep Day

» Information: website, newsletter,
Short Guide,PSA, media




Publication of Short Guide to the

European Guidelines

» Standards for countries
to follow

A Smhrg Guide >Programmes and units

European s must meet quality
Guidelines i standards

for quality assurance
in breast cancer £)S ; the EU Guidelines are so
[

screening % ¥
and diagnosic SRR ..o » Assured of receiving

from country te country and from region to region.

The 2006 European Parliament Resolution on Breast Cancer in the Enlarged [ °
European Union, and the first Resolution of 2003, call for every woman across

et qccUrate information
the European guidelines. The aim is to reduce mortality from breast cancer across

the EU and to reduce the disparity in survival rates between countries.

The European Parliament has judged the most effective means of reducing
disparities in care and mortality to be through population-based mammography
screening programmes and the setting up of specialist breast units, as well as
through training and auditing to assure quality standards.

The effectiveness of mammography screening depends upon the good condition

of the equipment, the skill of the person operating it and the person interpreting R
the results. Effective screening programmes also reduce possible negative

effects of screening, such as anxiety.

P Mammography screening should be offered every twoyears to all women aged

[
50-69 as part of the public health system. This is in keeping with both Intemational
Agency for Research on Cancer (JARC) recommendations and the European Coundl o - e - a r s‘ re e n I n

Recommendation on Cancer Screening.

The European guidelines set clear quality standards for all aspects of screening

and diagnosls and have specific chapters dedicated t oge
to each discipline involved. Whilst they focus on re a m e n a c I I
DONNA screening mammography in women without

symptoms, recommendations are also provided

The European for women with symptoms of breast cancer.

Breast Cancer Ce
Adherence to high-quality standards across all -
aspedts of screening programmes will improve
care for women participating in the programmes %
and for all women requiring breast care.
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Where We Are Now

Specialist Breast Units: 20+?

ED Survey showed:

» Distinct improvement in services

» Greater awareness of actual guideline content
» Advocacy knowledge increasing
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Other Initiatives

» EONS Breast Care Nursing Curriculum

»EUSOMA: education for professionals in
breast units; guidelines and quality
indicators

» CCC Cancer Care Certification




Challenges for Advocacy

» Inequalities among countries
» Resources are limited

» Controversies continue

» Communicating effectively

» Finding and training advocates

» Convincing national health/medical

establishments / /




Moving Forward
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WRITTEN
on the Fighy AEZ_ECLARATION

» Keep guidelines on public health agend
Declaration on fight against breast cancer
European Commission & Accreditation
of breast units-JRC

JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE
The European Commission’s in-house science service

10 REASONS TO SIGN
the Written Declaration

on the Fight Against Breast Cancer
in the European Union

At & glance | Activities | Pres

' __._I_RC Newsletter

» Website, publications and
translation
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» Training and Education
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Thank you!
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