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Ensure that all European 
Women have Access to 

Accurate Information and 
Quality Screening, Diagnosis 

and Treatment 
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 Today’s Priorities 
• Implementation of Breast Cancer Resolutions and 

“European Guidelines for quality assurance in breast 
cancer screening and diagnosis” 4° edition, especially:    

  - Screening according to European     
 Mammography Screening Guidelines 

  -Specialist Breast Units according to EU  Guidelines 
 

• Accreditation Guidelines for breast units 
 

• National breast cancer registries 
 

• Advancement of Research 
 

• Prevention: Breast Health Day 



EUROPA DONNA 
46 MEMBER COUNTRIES 

Albania 
Austria 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus  

Czech Rep 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Georgia 
Germany 
Greece 

Hungary 
Iceland  
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 

Kazakhstan 
Kyrgyzstan 

Latvia 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Macedonia 

Malta 
Moldova 
Monaco 

The Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 

Portugal  
Romania 
Russia 
Serbia  

Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain 
Sweden 

Switzerland 
Tajikistan 

Turkey 
UK 

Ukraine 
Uzbekistan 

 



Issues Advocates Face 

Vastly different health systems 
 
Huge variations region to region 

 
Few have standards/specialised breast 

service requirements 
 
Closed medical establishment 
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What Women Want 

How to obtain the best treatment 
 
Accurate, up to date Information 

 
 Where to go to get the best treatment  

 
 Must be provided by nat. health system 
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Moving Toward Implementation 
 
Code against Cancer 2003 

 
Council recommendation on Screening 

 
European Parliament Resolutions on Breast Cancer 
2003 AND 2006: 
    Screening every 2 years for women 50-69 

Establishment of a network of certified 
multidisciplinary breast centres 
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EU Guidelines 4th Edition  2006 
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Outline best practice 
 
Set standards 
 
Give unbiased  
information 

 
Can be measured 



EUROPA DONNA’S Role 

Lobbying: Parliament meetings, exhibitions, 
information sessions 
 
Education: ED Pan European conference, 

advocacy training courses, EBCC, Nat. Rep Day 
 
Information: website, newsletter, 
  Short Guide,PSA, media 
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Publication of Short Guide to the 
European Guidelines 
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Standards for countries 
to follow 

 
Programmes and units 
must meet quality 
standards  

 
Assured of receiving 
accurate information   

 
Assured access to  state-
of-the-art screening and 
treatment facility 



Access For Countries 
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Where We Are Now 
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Specialist Breast Units: 20+? 

 

ED Survey showed: 
Distinct improvement in services 
Greater awareness of actual guideline content 
Advocacy knowledge increasing 
 

 



Other Initiatives 
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EONS Breast Care Nursing Curriculum 
 
 

EUSOMA: education for professionals in 
breast units; guidelines and quality 
indicators 
CCC Cancer Care Certification  
 
 

 
 



Challenges for Advocacy 
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Inequalities among countries  
 

Resources are limited 
 

Controversies continue   
 

Communicating effectively 
 

Finding and training advocates 
 

Convincing national health/medical 
establishments  
 



Moving Forward 
 

 Keep guidelines on  public health agenda: 
Declaration on fight against breast cancer  
European Commission & Accreditation  
of breast units-JRC 

 
 
 
 
 

 Website, publications and  
 translation 
 

 Training and Education 
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EU Health Commissioner J. Dalli at ED Pan Eur Conference 
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Piazza Amendola 3,  20149 Milan, Italy 
www.europadonna.org 

email: info@europadonna.org 

Thank you! 
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